
KEY SOURCES FOR DOOMSTER HILL/THE HILLOCK

CARTOGRAPHIC

William Roy, 1747-1755, Military Survey of Scotland (sheets 05/5d and 15/5d)

John Ainslie, 1800, Map of the County of Renfrew

William Forrest, 1816 Map of the County of Lanark

HISTORICAL

Pollock, J 1973[1791-1799] ‘Parish of Govan’, in Sinclair, J (ed.) The Statistical Account of Scotland

1791-1799, volume VII, Lanarkshire and Renfrewshire. Wakefield: E P Publishing, 356-371.

In a bleachfield near to the village of Govan…there is an artificial mound of conical shape. Its

perpendicular height is 17 feet. At the base, it is 150 feet in diameter, and at the top 102. It is

commonly called the Hillock, and was probably one of the law hills upon which courts of justice

used to be held in ancient times, which are to be met with in some other parts of Scotland. What

chiefly favours this conjecture is, that the oldest people in the neighbourhood remember its

being known by the name of Doomster Hill.  (Pollock 1973, 369).

Leishman, M 1845 ‘Parish of Govan’, in The New Statistical Account of Scotland, volume 7.

Edinburgh: Blackwood and Sons, 668-718.

This was the name [Doomster Hill] which was formerly given to a small circular hill on the south

side of the Clyde, and immediately opposite the ferry-house. It is supposed to have been one of

the law hills of the country. The utilitarian and the antiquary will be differently affected when

they learn that a reservoir of the use of the adjoining dye-work has been formed on the top of

this tumulus, or hillock, as it is called, in the oldest titles of the property. The depth of the

reservoir is about 12 feet. The perpendicular height of the hill itself is about 17 feet, and the

diameter of its base about 150 feet. When the reservoir was deepened a few years ago [in the

1830s], three or four rudely formed planks of black oak were dug out if it. Some small fragments

of bones were likewise discovered, and a bed of what seemed to be decayed bulrushes. This

proved the mound to be, at all events, an artificial one. And nothing forbids us to suppose that it

may cover the ashes of some ancient hero, who now sleeps there unknown to fame (Leishman

1845, 690).

Brotchie, T C F 1905 The history of Govan. Glasgow: The Old Govan Club [reprinted 1938].

LINGUISTIC



Clancy, T O 1996 ‘Govan: the name’, Eighth annual report of the Society of Friends of Govan Old, 2-3.

Clancy (1996, 2-3) has argued that the name was coined when the local population still spoke a north
British dialect (akin to Old Welsh).  He proposes that the name incorporated two elements: gwo-/go-,
meaning ‘small’ and ban, meaning ‘hill’, which he suggests refers to the Doomster Hill.  The identification
of the settlement with its distinguishing feature - the great court hill (discussed below) - seems plausible
given Govan’s relatively flat topography. This coining of the name would mean that the Doomster Hill had
become the defining feature of the place before the British tongue was replaced by Gaelic. This linguistic
change was probably underway in Strathclyde by the 10th century, although in the Glasgow area British
speech probably survived a generation or so beyond the final collapse of the kingdom of Strathclyde at
the end of the 12th century (Broun 2004, 140; Taylor 2007, 2).  If the identification of Ovania with Govan
is correct (discussed above p.00), it would indicate that the hill was in existence by 756. A British origin
for Govan’s name is consistent with the recognised British linguistic origins for the name Partick, first
recorded around 1150 as Perthec, it means ‘little grove’ and of course the name of Glasgow itself,
comes from the British for ‘green hollow’.

DEPICTIONS

Robert Paul: ‘A view of the banks of the Clyde taken from York Hill’ by Robert Paul, 1758.  This early

illustration shows the Doomster Hill on the far left as a large, stepped mound.

Possible MacGeorge: View of Govan waterfront from the east showing fishermen at work in front of

their hut on the shore. In the background, part of the Doomster Hill and Reid’s dyeworks can be seen to

the left of the hut. Part of Water Row is visible to the right (reproduced by permission of the Mitchell

Library, Glasgow; ref. EGV 341). Published in MacGeorge 1881, 00

Joseph Swan: View of Govan from the east, engraved by Joseph Swan (c. 1828). To the left of the
sailboat on the left, the Doomster Hill can be glimpsed through a gap in the foliage. All that can really be
appreciated is its height; the gable of a two-storey building peaks over the summit. (Source:  /GUARD).

MODERN INTERPRETATIONS

Reconstruction of Govan and Partick circa AD 1000, showing the link between the church and the

Doomster Hill with the royal estate of Partick on the north shore (Source: Chris Brown, Historic Scotland).

PLACENAMES

þingSites

Position of Things: Often on parish borders, centres, islands, spits of land (ness’s, isthmus

Shetland: Tingwall, Aithsting, Delting, Sandsting

Orkney: Tingwall, Dingieshowe

Caithness: Thing Va (assembly slope)

Dumfries and Galloway: Tinwald



Skye: Hinnisdale (Thinwhill), Cnoc an Eirechd

Islay: Finlaggan (meeting place of the Lords of Isles_ may have earlier roots in Norse assembly

Dublin: Thingmote

Wirral: Thingwall

Meeting Places in Gaelic - Mod, Comhairle and Eireachd (west) Tulach (mainly east coast)

LINKS

The Assembly Project: http://www.khm.uio.no/english/research/projects/assembly-project/ - contact

Sarah Semple (Durham) and Alexandra Sanmark (UHI)


